


April 20th -22nd 2018

Friday 20th
Opening Ceremony
Joan O'Connor, founder Women in Media
Miriam O'Callaghan,  Broadcaster, RTÉ
Anne O'Leary, CEO of Vodafone Ireland  
   
Friday 20th April  7:30 pmFriday 20th April  7:30 pm
    

Women in Comedy
Topic:  Women in Comedy.
Chaired by: Barbara Scully, Presenter/Journalist  

Panel includes:  
Fiona Looney, Comedian
Katherine Lynch, Katherine Lynch, Actress, TV Personality and 
Entertainer
Aoife Dooley, Comedian

Friday 20th April  8 pm   €12.50

SPONSORING  WOMEN IN MEDIA 2018

Saturday 21st
Women in Media
Topic: Lies, Damned Lies & Statistics : Can Trust Be Rebuilt 
in the 'Post Truth' Era ?

Introduction :  Mandy Johnson, Managing Director Blue 
Yard Media 

ChaiChaired by Katie Hannon,  RTÉ

Panel includes:
Caitriona Perry, RTÉ
Susan Daly, Editor, The Journal.ie
Deirdre O'Shaughnessy, Broadcaster
Dr. Mary Aiken, Cyberpyschologist & Author
Ellen Coyne, Journalist, The Times.ie

SatuSaturday 21st April  10.00 am   €12.50

Political Symposium
Topic: Celebrating 100 years of the vote for Irish women: 
Would the Irish suffragettes be happy with the progress 
to date in securing equality ?
Chaired by Mary Dundon, Head of Journalism at 
University of Limerick

Panel includes:Panel includes:
Mary O’Rourke, Former Tánaiste, Minister and leader of 
Seanad Éireann
Dr Rhona Mahony, Master National Maternity Hospital 
Holles Street
Alice Mary Higgins, Independent Senator
Mary Minihan , The Irish Times
Nell McCaffertyNell McCafferty, Journalist & Civil Rights Campaigner

Saturday 21st April  12.00pm   €12.50

An Afternoon with Rachael English
An Afternoon with Rachael English,
Broadcaster & Presenter

Saturday 21st April  
2.00pm   

Women in Media

Ballybunion
COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL

tel. 068 27112  email. info@womeninmedia.ie   

Tel: 068 27112
www.golfballybunion.com

IN ASSOCIATION WITH KILCOOLY’S COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL, BALLYBUNION  



April 20th -22nd 2018

Saturday 21st
Gala Dinner
Presentation of the Mary Cummins Award for Women 
of Outstanding Achievement in the Media
Award sponsored by The Cummins Family

PPresentation of the Joan Kennelly Special Merit 
Award  

Keynote Speakers: Denis Naughten, Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action & the Environment

MC : Miriam O'Callaghan, Broadcaster, RTÉ 

Saturday 21st April  7:30 pm   €70.00  

Sunday 22nd
Panel Discussion
Topic:  Growing up in the 21st century: the challenges 
it brings to today’s adolescents and young people.

Introduction : Bríannagh O’ Connor, Student St. 
Josephs Secondary School

ChaiChaired by Síobhan Creaton, Head of Public Affairs at 
Royal College of Physicians

Panel includes:
Grainia Long, CEO of the ISPCC
Sinead Burke, aka Minnie Melange
James Kavanagh, Social Media Influencer
Dr. Mairéad Foody, Dr. Mairéad Foody, Research Scholar at the National 
Anti-Bullying Research & Resource Centre, Dublin City 
University.

Sunday 22nd April  11.30 am   €12.50

Closing Address
Stephen Rae, Editor in Chief, Independent News & 
Media
VodafoneVodafone, Representative of Vodafone

Sunday 22nd April  13.30 am 

 

Women in Media
IN ASSOCIATION WITH KILCOOLY’S COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL, BALLYBUNION  

www.womeninmedia.ie

















Panel Discussion

Title:- Growing up in the 21st century: the challenges it brings to today’s adolescents and young 
people.

SiobhánSiobhán Creaton  is Head of Public Affairs and Advocacy at the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland 
where she leads campaigns to improve public health. She is a former Irish Times journalist and the 
author of books including Ryanair: How a small Irish airline conquered Europe and A Mobile Fortune - 
the life and times of Denis O'Brien.

GrainiaGrainia Long is Chief Executive of the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (ISPCC) 
since February 2015.  She believes strongly in working for organisations with a strong social purpose, 
and is Chair of Thames Valley Housing, a housing association which owns or manages 15,000 homes in 
London and the South East of England. A chartered housing professional, she was previously Chief 
Executive of the Chartered Institute of Housing, a UK wide professional body.  

SheShe has worked extensively in the field of equality and human rights and was appointed a 
Commissioner to the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission from 2011-2017.Grainia is a regular 
contributor to various radio and tv programmes on a variety of issues.

JamesJames Kavanagh  got tired of doing what other people wanted him to do, so he took a leap into 
paving his own path in life and tries to make a living from it – and, so far, it has been working! James 
snapchat's every detail of his life. So much so that he has gotten into trouble for the kind of stuff he 
sometimes posts. He also co-runs a food business Currabinny with his boyfriend William. Their long term 
dream is to own their own café.

DDr. Mairéad Foody  Dr Mairéad Foody is a Research Fellow with the Anti-Bullying Research and 
Resource Centre at Dublin City University and the Principal Investigator of a large-scale national study 
on cyberbullying and sexting in young people which is funded by the Irish Research Council. She has 
a PhD in Psychology and several years of international applied and research experience with young 
people.

DrDr Foody has published widely in the area of child and adolescent mental health and is particularly 
interested in the impact of cyberbullying, online behaviours and social media on psychological 
development. She holds several prestigious awards for her research such as the Government of 
Ireland Postdoctoral Fellowship, the James Flaherty Scholarship and the Marie-Sklodowska-Curie 
COFUND Research Fellowship. 

SinéadSinéad Burke  is an Irish writer, academic and broadcaster, popular for her TED talk on 'Why design 
should include everyone'. As a 16 year old, Burke often felt excluded from fashion conversations and 
experiences due to her limited choices available to her as someone with achondroplasia, so she 
starting blogging to highlight the exclusive nature of the fashion industry. “People didn’t take me 
seriously because of my physical aesthetic, so I started blogging… and calling out the [fashion] 
industry”. She co-founded the Inclusive Fashion and Design Collective (IFDC). Jackson and Burke were 
invited to attend the White House for an event titled 'Design for all' where the Obama administration 
highlighted the intersection of fashion and disability.highlighted the intersection of fashion and disability.

Burke actively campaigns to highlight the importance of inclusive design in all areas of life due to the 
practical challenges she faces in living and moving in a world that was not designed for people with 
disabilities. "Design is an enormous privilege, but it is a bigger responsibility". Burke is an ambassador for 
the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children and the Irish Girl Guides.

Siobhán Creaton
Head of Public Affairs 
and Advocacy at the 
Royal College of 
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Grainia Long
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James Kavanagh
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Women in Media
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